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CHANUKKA AND CORONA

Hadassa Birnbaum

This is a very special Chanukka we are going to celebrate
for it is the first and, hopefully, the only Corona Chanukka
we will ever experience. For many of us these past nine
months have been months of darkness, separation from
family and friends, and sometimes loneliness. But we have
enjoyed some periods of light that have penetrated that
darkness when we were allowed out of BIDUD or SEGER
and that filled us with appreciation of the light of
togetherness, social and family contact, a cup of coffee or
a sandwich with a friend or two, even though masked and
sitting apart.

After all, maybe we can learn some important lesson from
our bout with Corona, and Chanukka is here to
demonstrate it for us. For the chanukkia, the menorah,
teaches us that light and darkness complement each and
form a unity. Darkness is not opposition to light; darkness
allows us to see the light, to see and enjoy the glow of the
Chanukka candles. Without the darkness we would not
see and appreciate the light! When our candles shine in
the darkness of the room, they bring joy and delight to all.

When the dark months of Corona end...AND THEY WILL
END...we will assuredly appreciate many of the joys of life
that we took for granted for years. We will delight in
hugging every family member that we haven’t touched in
months; we will greet with enthusiasm and warmth our
friends from whom we have been separated owing to the
darkness of Corona.

Let us be cheered by the darkness that allows us to
appreciate the faint light of the candles on this joyous
holiday of Chanukka that invites us to embrace darkness
and light together.
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Letter from the President
Larry Hepner:

Today | am speaking to you with a Covid
Update on our synagogue

About 8 months ago, we were making
progress for the future of Bet Israel. We
were increasing our programs and
activities. We were making our facilities
more appealing for new rentals and
gatherings. All this, thanks to your support
and belief in Bet Israel.

e You came through to make our
infrastructure solid again.

e You came through and met the
challenge to repair the roof.

e You came through again, and met
the challenge to replace our
crumbling air conditioning system.

This is all thanks to each and every one
of you who supported Bet Israel.

Then we learned how to ZOOM. We had
tiyulim, Trivial Pursuit, documentaries and
other ZOOM Programs. We had
wonderful High Holy Day services thanks
to Aiton and Liel Birnbaum. And Sukkot
and Simchat Torah were great thanks to
Harvey & Sara Bordowitz. All this to keep
our community involved with one another!

Now, like many other organizations and
businesses, we face serious challenges.
Very serious!

With  significant reductions in our
general programs and the rental of
our facility down to a trickle, our ability to
generate income has, for lack of a better
word, collapsed. Our cash on hand is
shrinking rapidly and yet we have regular
monthly expenses.

Unless something changes, we face a
very... dire... situation !
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Bottom line — we are running out of
money to operate Bet Israel.

So, today, | am initiating the Save Our
Synagogue Campaign. Appropriately
named SOS.

We need you again to come thru and
meet this challenge. Our goal is to
generate donations to put us in a position
to have income average of 6,000 Shekels
a month for 6 months.

How to do this? Ask yourself, “What have
| not done in the last 8 months? Not
traveled? Not gone out to eat? Not gone
to a show or concert?

You know a good meal for 2 is close to
200 Shekels. Consider a commitment of
that meal -- 200 Shekels, or something in
that range (the more the merrier!), once a
month for 6 continuous months. You can
make a one-time contribution with the
idea of giving a sum comparable to 6
individual payments.

Please contact Sara in the Bet Israel
office to make the arrangements for your
pledge and support.

Together we will get through this! I, for
one, will not go quietly into the deep dark
night. | intend to fight to save Bet Israel.

| know | can count on you to join that fight!
We have sent out the SOS and Bet Israel
thanks you for your support.

Thank you and God Bless you.
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Donated by

Shoshanna & Tony Bellen
Harvey & Sara Bordowitz
Harvey & Sara Bordowitz
Avraham Cohen

Suzanne & Howie Goodman
Suzanne & Howie Goodman
Mo Harvey

Mo Harvey

Mo Harvey

Mo Harvey

Mo Harvey

Mo Harvey

Renee & Henry Hirsch

Rika Meyerowitz

Aida Miller

Larry H. Pachter

Ruth Resnick

Lynn Ross
Don & Myrna Silverberg

Don & Myrna Silverberg
Marsha & Alan Stein
Harvey & Lucille Weisberg

Donated by

Liora Bernstein
Suzanne Kahn
Moshe Koolik
Ruth Resnick
Eva Scher

GENERAL FUND DONATIONS
In honor of

“Thanking the entire Birnbaum clan for a most uplifting Yom Kippur"

Itzik Efron, Refuah Shelema

Rabbi Ervin Birnbaum, Refuah Shelema

Marriage ceremony, Bet Israel

In loving memory of Freda Sacharen

In honor of Rachel Krupnik, Sara & Harvey Bordowitz, for Sukkot Services.
Rabbi Ervin Birnbaum, Refuah Shelema

Alan Stein, Refuah Shelema

Millie Kaporovsky, Refuah Shelema

Itzik Efron, Refuah Shelema

In honor of Patricia O’Neill, for all her help

In loving memory of Freda Sacharen

In honor of Rabbi Ervin Birnbaum

Thanks to the entire Birnbaum clan for wonderful High Holiday services
In honor of Rachel Krupnik, Sara & Harvey Bordowitz, for Sukkot Services.
In honor of Rabbi Ervin Birnbaum

With my love to all the Birnbaum Family for a wonderful High Holiday
experience: good health to you all.

"thanking the entire Birnbaum Family for a very uplifting High Holiday, and
wishing Rabbi Birnbaum a Refuah Shelema".

"in honor of Liel and all the Birnbaums, who made our High Holiday Services so
special”

In loving memory of Judah and Freda Harris

Rabbi Ervin Birnbaum, Refuah Shelema

In honor of Howard & Suzanne Goodman

YAHRZEIT
In memory of

Father, Avraham Benson 7"1
Mother, Mollie Kershner 7"t
Father, Philip Koolik 7"t

Husband, Samuel Rsenick 7"t
Father, Zurach ben Chava 7"1

S.0.S. (Save Our Synagogue) CAMPAIGN

Jan Gaines
Larry & Shirley Hepner
Sidney & Nancy Kronenberg
Barbara & Harvey Temkin
Helen Brawer
Sidney & Nancy Kronenberg

Aida Miller Sophia Wood
Baruch & Edith Maor Howie & Suzanne Goodman
Natalie Guerin Harvey & Sara Bordowitz
Harvey & Lucille Weisberg Shiphra Davis
Don & Myrna Silverberg Patricia O’Neill

Rachel Krupnik Barry Werner



YOM KIPPUR DONATIONS

Aida Miller Carmel Miller Eyal, Hoffman, Feinberg and Bina Families
Allan & Lucy Tobias Thomas & Yehudit Gero Natalie Guerin
Marsha & Alan Stein Yehuda Meyer

A/C FUND DONATIONS

Eva Scher Patricia O’Neill Bob & Beth Footlik
Brenda Johnston

VIRTUAL KIDDUSHIM

Rachel Krupnik
Debbie & ltzik Efron
Hadassa Birnbaum — appreciation of Rabbi Birnbaum’s honor as Chatan Torah
Aida Miller — in loving memory of her mother, Rebecca Blanshay Passow 7"7

DOCUMENTARIES AND TRIVIAL PURSUIT DONATIONS
MAHJONGG GROUP DONATIONS
NATALIE’S DANCE GROUP DONATIONS

HADASSA BIRNBAUM'’S TUTORING DONATIONS

&) Join our Virtual Hanukkah Party

NOT TO BE MISSED! December 16, 5:00 p.m.

An evening of songs,
stories of real 7™ night of Hanukkah

Hanukkah heroes, P Plus a
singing and fun! 40 Poemcontest! § Only 30 shekels
Submityour \
Hanukkah poem by

December 13th
The winning poem will
be read oul loud as
part of the ceremony,

: B | Toregister: 09-8624345 Enjoy special Hanukkah
B - Y. _ ? freats and gifts which will
T ffice@bet L. .
Set up your Menorah we will light olicegbelisrael.org be delivered to every

the 7" Hanukkah candle Invitation willbe sent o
together after registering participant




Shabbat Praver:

In order to allow maximum participation under
the current health situation all Shabbat
services are currently being held on Zoom.

The link for Sabbat services is:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6838010295?pwd=bkR
YWIdnT291RGp3THIDVHZIcGRNQTO09

Meeting ID: 683 801 0295

Passcode: 116195

Friday Night Services:
At 4:10pm until further notice
Shabbat Morning Services:

9:00 am

Daily Minyanim
8:00 am

Daily minyan is being held in the
synagogue (in accordance with Ministry
of Health guide lines)
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6838010295?pwd=bkRYWldnT291RGp3THlDVHZicGRNQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6838010295?pwd=bkRYWldnT291RGp3THlDVHZicGRNQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6838010295?pwd=bkRYWldnT291RGp3THlDVHZicGRNQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6838010295?pwd=bkRYWldnT291RGp3THlDVHZicGRNQT09

Upcoming events:

Wednesday, 16 December
at 5:00 p.m.

We will be having our traditional
Hanukkah party and communal candle
lighting this year.... On ZOOM!!

Cost: 30shekels

Set up your Menorah we will light the 7t
Hanukkah candle together.

NOT TO BE MISSED!

Enjoy special Hanukkah treats and
gifts which will be delivered to your
door!

An evening of songs, stories of real
Hanukkah heroes, singing and fun/

To register contact the office:
09-8624343
Office@betisrael.org

Invitation will be sent after
registering

January 6" to January 10t

Classical Music Festival in Eilat

Join us for a fun filled vacation.
Music, Food and relaxation.

For more information, contact the
office:

09-8624343 Office@betisrael.org
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Will be on Zoom this year.

Updates be on the will be
posted on the website.

Or for more information, contact the
office:

09-8624343 Office@betisrael.org

Freda's shoppe

Freda's Shoppe

o Grand Opening
Comming Soon

Sunday 930 - 13.00
Sunday 19:45 - 2130
Monday 11:00 = 13:30

Tuesday 11:30 - Q.00
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In September We lost our dear
friend Freda. She was an amazing
woman, well into her nineties was
still charming people with her
impish smile and infectious giggle.

Freda and Edith were very close friends and
together they added the “Montreal touch” to many
projects like setting up Friday night for the entire
congregation. Edith remembers her as always
100%. When she supported something she did it
all the way. She stuck to her beliefs and the core
values and did not let anyone sway her. She was
totally independent to her last day, living, cooking
and cleaning on her own. Having moved to Israel
later in life she found the coping with having to do
things in Hebrew challenging. True to her
character she did not let this stop her.

Among the things that Freda loved were her
family, children and grandchildren, and great
grandchildren. She also loved “her children” that
she tutored every week in the local school and
they loved her. | am posting one letter that one of
her children wrote when they heard that she
passed away.

In addition to “her children” We at Bet
Israel were one of her loves, and we
also loved her. She contributed to the
community in so many ways. One thing
she did was run the second hand shop.
She had a talent for arranging things
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with her ever ready smile at the BICA
(now women's circle) monthly
meeting. The Women’s Circle has
decided to continue running her shop.
We will call it “Freda’s Shopee” in her
memory. We will be hanging a
memorial plaque, and having a
reopening ceremony. In her honor we
will be serving, did you guess it ? ...
Her two favorite foods potato chips and ice cream.
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Not just virtual
Kiddush!

While this past year has been, well... a bit unusual
we are working to bring back some kind of
normalcy. COVID or no, The women’s circle
welcomed the congregation’s new

members. Every year we have a "New
Members Kiddush" where we welcome
everyone and take time to get to know one

another. This year we brought the Kiddush
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Andrea Tobor:

If you know Andrea, you know
Rudi, the most loved dog ever!
Andrea's son and daughter and two
grandchildren live in the States. Andrea
has joined The Women'’s Circle and is a
tremendous asset. She is full of
innovative ideas and positive energy
motivating everyone around her.

Sofia Wood:

Sofia is a charismatic, easy-to-
talk-to, multilingual woman. She is also
a talented artist who makes beautiful
jewelry. She has already improved
communication between linguistic
groups in our congregation. She is
always willing to help and has added
her pleasant smile, endless intellect,
and talent to many projects.

With this event We
have launched a new,
exciting COVID “Not
just virtual Kiddush®™
program!

Yes, you read it correctly. Shabbat
Kiddush is alive and well - adapted to
the current circumstances. We can
celebrate and still be in accordance
with all the safety regulations. Anyone

who wants to sponsor a Kiddush, be

it a birthday, anniversary or yahrzeit, is
welcome. Here is your opportunity to

celebrate and help the congregation
during this difficult time!
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We will announce the event at our
Zoom Kabbalat Shabbat, and Shabbat
morning Zoom services. The event is
also publicized in the Shabbat Shalom.
But that is not all! We will also bring
the Kiddush to you and a select
friend (or even a few friends).

Here are the nitty gritty details:

¢ |If you donate a small Kiddush,
400 shekels, you and one family
of your choice will enjoy a bottle
of wine and a Shabbat treat
delivered to the door on Friday.
e |f you donate a big Kiddush,

800 shekels, you and up to 3
families can enjoy a Shabbat
treat, all safe in your own
homes. In addition, everyone will
be able to share a big mazal tov
with you during our weekly
Kabbalat Shabbat Zoom, and
Shabbat Morning Zoom
services. The event is also
publicized in the Shabbat
Shalom. This is your opportunity
to make things happen despite
the limitations of the current
situation.

To arrange a Kiddush just contact Naomi

054317625 or Sara at the office 09-8624343

Office@betisrael.org

This weeks: Carona can't stop us kiddush

Is in honor of: Summer babbies

Edith Gorfinkel, Lenore Levin, Helen Brawer,

@ Kiddush m
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Woman’s circle

We have been busy keeping in touch with our
members over the past few months. This has been a
difficult period for many of us. We wish all our
members who are struggling with their health a
Refua Shlama. Including our beloved Rabbi Ervin
Birnbaum, Alan Stein, Itzik Efron and Lenore
Levin. The congregation has honored Several
people this year including Itzhik Effron as Hatan
Berashit and Rabbi Ervin Birnbaum, as Hatan
Torah. We are exploring ideas of ways to honor
members, and to honor the memory of those who
have passed away. The current thought is to plant
trees through the JNF. Itzhik will help us look into
this. Anyone who would like to plant a tree for any
reason should be in touch with the Women’s circle
or with Sara in the office.

In September Freda Sacharen, a beloved Member
of Bet Israel, who was a very active and loved
member of our Women'’s Circle, passed away. We
will all miss her. As you know Freda ran the second
hand shop in the synagogue. We have decided to
name the store, “Freda’s Shopee” in her memory.
We have made a plaque and there will be a
dedication ceremony in the near future. We will also
have a (re) opening ceremony when regulations
permit.

The Temple Emanu-El of Palm Beach, Florida
sisterhood has reached out to us. We have become
sister congregations. In this context we have been
talking with our “sisters” and are planning a joint
virtual Yom HaAtzmaut event. In addition, some of
our members have joined zoom events that the
Florida congregation have held and likewise they
have been welcome at our zoom events.

New calendars have arrived and are available in the
office. Anyone wishing to purchase one should
contact the office. If you want to purchase a
calendar but are unable come to the office home
delivery can be arranged. We are organizing a very
exciting hanukkah program. While the event will be
on Zoom real hanukkah surprises and a sufganiah
will be delivered to the home of each participant.
The evening promises to be a delightful and
entertaining event. We look forward to lighting the
7th candle with all of you. Please contact the office
to register.

Happy Hanukkah Naomi Levin
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Zvingous
(Honey Puffs)

These Sephardic Hanukkah treats a type of
Bimuelos. Small fried treats that may be a
light meal — like pancakes or waffles in
American cuisine or as a sweet dessert type
of food.

Zvingous
2Tbsp. butter

Y5 tsp salt

1 cup water

1 % cup flour

4 eggs

Oil to deep fry

2 tsp cinnamon

Syrup

1 1/2 cup honey
1/ cup water

2 tsp. cinnamon

Put, butter, salt and water a saucepan and
bring to a boil. Add sifted flour into boiling
water and stir a few minutes or until dough
leaves the sides of the pan. Remove from
heat. Add eggs, one a time, mixing well.
Drop from the tip of a teaspoon into hot deep
oil, (375 F; 190 C), and fry until puffed and
golden brown on both sides, Do not over
crowd the Zvingous in the oil. Drain on
absorbent paper.

For syrup, heat all ingredients and stir until
well blended. Dip the Zvingous in warm syrup
and drain. Serve at once.
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